
Paul Smith
Sir Paul Smith is still designing clothes for men and women
30 years after opening his first London shop here in Covent
Garden. They remain as sought-after as ever, particularly in
Japan, where there are over 40 Paul Smith outlets. The
multi-coloured pinstripe has become the signature motif, but
quirky detailing such as the ‘naked ladies’ sometimes put in
an appearance.

Jo Malone
Luxury scents with evocative names such as
Nectarine Blossom & Honey and English Pear &

Freesia are from the Jo Malone store. Home candles are a
popular gift item, burning for up to 45 hours, releasing their
mood-lifting fragrance. The wicks (400 varieties) are carefully
selected to match the composition of the wax. Amber woods
and citrus essences require a wick that burns smoothly at a
higher temperature so that minimal wax is left on the side of
the glass.

COVENT
GARDEN

1

Royal Opera House
The back door to the Royal Opera House is tucked away in
the corner of the piazza. Just inside the automatic revolving
doors is the excellent specialist bookshop selling all things
opera and ballet related. Continue down the vestibule, past
the box office and out through the revolving doors at the
other end to see the front of the renovated building in all
its glory. Back inside, find the long escalator which goes up
to the rooftop bar and restaurant and enjoy an excellent
birds-eye view of the iron and glass floral hall.
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Moleskine
Notebooks, diaries, journals, bags, and writing
instruments that are designed to be carried while
travelling. Various artists and thinkers over the
past two centuries were known to use these
notebooks, including Picasso and Hemmingway,
which has helped the Moleskine brand to
achieve its present-day cult status.

Stanfords
Selling maps and guides from this store since 1900. There
is a remarkable list of famous people who have planned
their travels and adventures with help from Stanfords,
including Dr. Livingstone, Amy Johnson, Cecil Rhodes,
Florence Nightingale and, more recently, Michael Palin. The
store keeps up with the latest advances in mapping
technology and it is possible, amongst other miracles, to
preview the topography of your journey in 3D.

 The way up to street level at Covent Garden
station is by lift. Be patient if it’s busy - it is a
lot quicker to wait for the next one than to
attempt climbing the emergency stairs.

 Immediately outside the station is one of
London’s favourite meeting places, so on
good days you can expect crowd of people to
greet you when you arrive.

 Turn right  and follow the road down to the
old Covent Garden apple market. This is the
best place for street entertainment, gift-type
shopping, and for food and drink. Turning
left at the station exit goes towards Seven
Dials (see next page).

Rules
The oldest restaurant in London. A brass plaque
outside gives a potted history going back to 1798. The
interior has ornate Victorian decoration, the dining
room walls are hung with drawings, paintings and
cartoons, and the roof skylights each have a unique
design. The Rules menu features game from the
restaurant’s own estate in North Yorkshire.
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Covent Garden Market
As you follow the road down from the station, you will see the market
hall directly ahead. Go round to the front of the building to get the best
impression. There are market stalls here with art and craft items for sale
(daily except Monday) and it is usually the stallholders themselves
who have produced the work. On Mondays the stalls are given over
to antiques and collectibles.

Pollocks
Traditional toys and
paper model theatres

from Victorian England. Benjamin
Pollock stated his business printing
theatrical sheets - ‘penny plain and
tuppence coloured - for local
children aspiring to the stage.
Today there is a Pollock’s Toy
Museum in two converted 18th
century houses in Scala Street (20
minutes walk or take the tube to
Goodge Street station)

Crusting Pipe
Named after the barrel

that is used in the production of
port, this wine bar and
restaurant is in the lower
courtyard. A traditional menu of
grills and cold cuts are served at
tables in a series of
underground vaulted rooms, or
sit outside for a good chance of
a live performance of classical
music or opera singing.

NOTES:

London Transport Museum
With the recent renovation, London’s Transport Museum has
done away with its fusty collection-of-old-buses image. New
displays show the story of public transport as it evolved to

meet the demands of an ever-expanding
city. There is a gift shop where you can buy
a wide selection of items related to the
museum collection. Posters by famous artists
commissioned by London Underground over
the years are available, along with the Henry
Beck map of the network, a masterpiece of
graphic design which continues in use today
with only minor modifications.
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