
Liberty
Main entrance on Great Marlborough Street. The much-photographed
architecture is mock-Tudor built in the 1920s, but the atmospheric
olde-worlde styling continues throughout the store. There are no
escalators, only creaky wooden stairs. Liberty's earlier adjoining premises
on Regent Street have been converted for use by smaller shops (COS,
Desigual and GAP). but you can still see their frieze running along the top
of the building, which depicts all the world’s goods making their way to
Britannia, who sits in the centre. Liberty was particularly involved in trade
with the Far East and there is curious row of Buddha’s disciples that can
be seen sitting just above the shop fronts.

Burberry
The company that pioneered the use of gabardine, a fabric in which the
yarn is waterproofed before weaving, to produce high quality raincoats.
Tartan check is the signature of everything Burberry, from teddy bear
accessories to the lining in the jackets, with six different patterns, in addition
to the original red, brown and black., but counterfeiting of Burberry designs
remains a problem for the company as low cost, look-alike items are easy
to find. A high percentage of the brand’s sales are now handbags. One of
the more unusual designs was a crescent-shaped affair which was priced
at £13,000 for the gold alligator skin version.

Jaeger
Named after a German zoologist whose so-called 'Sanitary
Woollen System’ emphasised the practical benefits of using animal
fibres in clothing, rather than the usual crop-based fibre. The
garments became the practical clothes of choice for the travellers
and explorers of the day, including Scott of the Antarctic. These are
elegant, higher priced clothes, with the collections nearly always
including black, white and navy in the choice of colours.

REGENT
STREET

Heddon Street
There are very few places to eat on this

section of Regent Street, but nearby, pedestrian-only
Heddon Street is home to a number of restaurants,
and is advertised as 'the Food Quarter'.

Superdry
Appealing to the 18-35 age group, the clothes sell at a
relatively high price and often appear in photos being

worn by celebrities, although the company maintains that they do
not distribute free clothes with this objective in mind (a practice
known as ‘gifting’). The slogan written in Japanese in the Superdry
logo, translates awkwardly as ‘maximum dry’ and then ‘do’ in
brackets.

Austin Reed
It was Mr Reed who introduced to Britain, the streamlined
manufacturing and retailing techniques that he had seen during a
trip to America in 1900,  and which for the first time made possible
the delivery of top quality, ready-to-wear suits at reasonable prices.
There are two floors of tailoring here, made-to-measure and
bespoke, and Austin Reed also owns the other traditional British
brands Aquascutum and Viyella. In the casualwear department
there is an impressive 60ft 'wall' of shirts.

Ted Baker
First appeared in Glasgow with the gimmick of free dry-cleaning with every
shirt purchased. It is now a global brand producing clothes for men
women and children, plus all the usual accessories. The company steers
clear of traditional advertising, preferring to use its off-beat, distinctive
personality to stay in the public eye.
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(1) Burberry  (2) Jaeger  (3) Liberty
(4) Superdry  (5) Hamleys (6) Austin Reed
(7) Ted Baker  (8) Apple
(9) Heddon Street (10) Savile Row
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OXFORD STREET

Hamleys
The most famous toyshop in the world. Talk to a Hamley’s
specialist if you need information about any of the products
sold in the store. Steiff bears, Tamiya kits, Brittains toy soldiers,

radio-control models - there will be someone who knows. Hamley’s
played its part in the popularity of table tennis, marketing the game in its
earliest form under the name ‘Gossima’, but it wasn’t long before the name
changed to ‘ping pong’.

Savile Row
Running parallel to Regent Street on the Mayfair side,
this is the home of traditional British bespoke tailoring.

The word ‘bespoke’ comes from the 17th century. When a
customer had chosen the material that was to be used in making
the garment, it was put aside and said to have been ‘spoken for’.
Today, the starting price for a two-piece handmade suit will be
around £2500.

 The appearance of Regent
Street is unusual for London as it
was planned to imitate the
imposing boulevards that were
fashionable in continental
Europe at the time. The scheme
was never fully realised and
nearly all of the original buildings
have gone, but you can still get a
sense of the earlier grandeur.

 As a conservation area, and to
help keep the elegant uniform
appearance along the street, there
are restrictions on the size of the
signs that the shops can display

 Regent Street does continue
south from Piccadilly Circus but
all the  big- name stores are in the
section shown on your map.

 The street is a neat dividing
line between swanky Mayfair,
over to the West, and trendy
Soho, over to the east.
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Apple
London’s most profitable shop, surpassing even
Harrods. Desirable products from the Californian
manufacturers include the stylish iPod, iPad and iPhone,
as well as computer equipment. This spacious steel and
glass store also has a state-of-the-art, 64-seat theatre, hosting free
workshops and presentations. There is a second equally plush
Apple Store at Covent Garden in a beautifully restored building
opposite the market hall.
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