
Seven Dials
The 7 Dials monument at the
road junction gives this area
its name. This obelisk is a
replacement for the one that
was pulled down in 1773
because of a problem with
crowds using it as a meeting
place, a role that the new one
fulfils just as well. The ‘dials’
are the sundials at the top of
the pillar, but you will notice
that there are only six, not
seven, the extra one being the
pillar itself which cast its
shadow onto the ground.

Neal's Yard
A cluttered little triangle of converted warehouses, Neal’s Yard was once a
popular spot for vegetarians and advocates of alternative living and although
this is less obvious now, Neal's Yard Remedies are still trading here from their
very first shop.  If its raining and you can’t sit outside with your healthy snack
from the bakery, go through the blue doors to the right of the back-rub
massage parlour, and upstairs to the Wild Food Cafe on the first floor.

The Tea House
There is more to the Tea House than
novelty teapots and gift packs. Here
you can find a comprehensive range
of teas from around the world with
unusual imports from the Far-East
and the Balkans as well as the more
traditional varieties.

SEVEN
DIALS

Neals Yard Dairy
As you approach you will get a
waft of the cheese (from the UK

and Ireland) which has been allowed to
mature to perfection in the shop’s
cellars. They also stock unusual goats’
cheeses as well as their own-label and
continental-style unpasturised.

Magma
A place that is full of ideas. Stationery and cards to home and
fashion accessories, jewellery, games and toys, eco-products and all
manner of design objects. This is an offshoot of Magma books which
is further along the road, specialising in books on art, design, fashion,
and typography, and they produce their own magazine.

Bolongaro Trevor
Named after the two founders who were behind
the All Saints retail group, this more recent brand

offers a similar aesthetic which they describe as a blend of
British Victorian, vintage military and contemporary street
style. Design and manufacture is decidedly British too,
taking place locally in East London. The shop window
displays at Bolangaro Trevor are artistic creations in their
own right.

(1) Neal's Yard  (2) Tatty Devine  (3) Seven Dials (4) Magma
(5) The Natural Shoe Store  (6) Bolongaro Trevor
(7) Gudrun Sjoden  (8) Pop  (9) Water Clock
(10) The Tea House (11) Neal's Yard Dairy
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Pop Boutique
There are a few shops selling second-hand and vintage
clothing around Seven Dials. The Pop Boutique is part of

the Vintage Clothing Group, processing five tons of used clothing
every week. As they say: ‘Don’t follow fashion, buy something already
out of date’. The Loft, on the opposite side of the road, sells
secondhand designerwear with some of the items only having been
worn previously for fashion shows and film shoots.

Water Clock
On the front of the Holland and Barrett
shop, the iron contraption with watering
cans is a water-powered clock, but it only
works rarely, possibly due to complaints
from irate shoppers who have received a
soaking every time the clock strikes the
hour. Designed by Tim Hunkin who is a
cartoonist as well as a qualified engineer.

Tatty Devine
Designers and manufacturers of art jewellery in brilliant acrylics
from their workshops on the premises. Their custom-made,
Perspex name necklaces make a regular appearance on the
fashion show catwalks but the boutique  also has pieces created
in textiles, wood, leather, veneer and enamel.

Gudrun Sjoden
Fashions and home textiles from the Swedish
designer are produced with ethical and

environmental considerations high on the list of priorities.
These are garments with a longer life span rather than
'throw-away' fashion, and there is even a dedicated
website to allow customers to resell their items when they
are no longer required.

NOTES:

 Seven Dials is an easy walk from
Covent Garden station. Turn left at the
station exit, cross over the road and go
down the pedestrian-only Neal Street,
which is to the right of M&S.

 Most of the shops in the area are
small scale, but a few of the larger
chain stores have squeezed in where
they can.

 Neal Street is well-known as the
destination for a new pair of shoes,
but for the best choice of menswear
shops, head to the Seven Dials
junction.
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The Natural Shoe Store
There are over a dozen footwear shops in Neal Street, with this
being the very first, opening its doors over 30 years ago, and
offering shoes such as Birkenstocks, which were said to be good
for both feet and posture. Further along the street you can find
every possible style of footwear, ranging from the sensible, through
to regular / trendy, right up to the truly bizarre. Crocs have their
brightly coloured, moulded creations, sturdy Dr Marten’s are back
again, and Vivo Barefoot offer shoes with ultra thin soles.
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