
Milroy's
The world-renowned whisky specialists with 300
malts available for tasting at any one time.  ‘The
Malt Whisky Almanac’ written by Wallace Milroy is
now in its 7th edition, the world's largest-selling
pocket guide to malt whisky, and includes entries
on over 100 distilleries.

Quo Vadis
One of Soho’s best known landmarks with the long  Art Deco
stained glass windows concealing the large comfortable dining
room within. The name is Latin for ‘Where are you going?’ and

the menu is described as modern British. The blue plaque on the first floor
of the building is a reminder that Karl Marx once had a tiny flat on the
premises while he was on exile from Europe for publishing his political
views attacking class privilege

Olsson's
For something different try Garlic and Shots, run by the
Olsson Brothers from Stockholm. It’s everything with
garlic. Odd things like garlic beer, garlic vodka, garlic pie,
garlic ice-cream etc., but also some very good dishes
(with garlic). Loud heavy metal is the soundtrack to
drinking in the cellar bar.

SOHO

Wardour Street
Wardour Street has had a long association with the
film industry. It was at Cinema House, now a Pret

a Manger sandwich bar that the first efforts at colour
cinematography were made, called Kinemacolor, and which
had a brief period of success before it was overtaken by the
superior Technicolor process that we know today. Any colour
films before this time were actually created by hundreds of
young women who would painstakingly apply coloured
pigments to existing black and white films, frame by frame.

The French House
Not especially French, this is a tiny, popular pub with a small
restaurant on the first floor and with the unusual practice of
only serving beer in half-pint glasses. Pictures on the wall attest
to the claim that the pub was a favourite haunt of the poet
Dylan Thomas and the artist Francis Bacon. The French of the
name is a result of a reported stopover by General de Gaulle
during the war.

Gerry's Wines
The window display of Gerry’s wines can be an education in
itself, piled high with all kinds of wines and spirits from
around the world, including the poisonous absinthe (still
banned in parts of  Europe and America) and a curious
cannabis vodka. Gerry’s is a supplier to many of the bars and
restaurants in the West End.

Ronnie Scotts
Going since 1959, Ronnie Scotts has played host to most of the great
names in jazz - Miles Davis, Ella Fitzgerald, Dizzy Gillespie, Sonny Rollins,
Hugh Masekela - the list goes on. With new ownership in 2005 came a
£2million refurbishment and the promise of a new lease of life.

CHINATOWN - Dozens of Chinese restaurants here

PICCADILLY
CIRCUS

Bar Italia
While the rest of London has seen the opening of an endless number of
coffee shops recently, in Soho it happened fifty years ago and with real
innovation when Snr Gaggia arrived from Milan with his patented espresso
machine. His Moka Bar has long gone but the Italian influence can still be
felt in the area today. Open 24 hours, Bar Italia is the place for refreshments
after a night’s carousing. Reliable coffee and ciabattas from a Soho
institution of over forty years
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 From Piccadilly Circus station, walk up
Shaftesbury Avenue and most of Soho can be
explored by going off down the streets to the left,
while on the right hand side is Chinatown.

 This area is Theatreland and also London’s gay
centre and it has the highest concentration of
restaurants and bars (many with late-night
licences, even though in practice this often means
no later than 1am)

 Soho has lost the sleazy reputation it once had,
although a slightly edgy atmosphere still exists in
the streets in the early hours, when offers of drugs
and sex for sale become less discreet.

NOTES:

O L D  C OMP T ON  S T R E E T

The Three Greyhounds
When this part of London was still countryside five
hundred years ago, hunting with dogs would have

been commonplace, and it is ‘so-ho’, the call made by the
huntsmen, that lives on in the name we use for the area
today. The dogs were often greyhounds, hence the name of
the pub. It appears on the earliest maps but the present,
mock-Tudor style building , is less than 100 years old
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The Stockpot
For good portions of sensibly priced food, try The
Stockpot, or Pollos next door. Fast food that you don’t

have to eat with your fingers. There is no booking and it can
get busy, but any queues that you may find at the doors are
normally short-lived.
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(1) Bar Italia
(2) The Three Greyhounds
(3) Milroy's
(4) Ronnie Scotts
(5) The French House
(6) Olsson's
(7) Quo Vadis
(8) The Stockpot
(9) Gerry's Wines
(10) Cinema House


